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There ii no doubt tb«t the 
ideal botue of the fotnre, wheth- 
er large or small, trill be in the 
country, and thai this naming 
together ot' hum«nity, to he 
foead uoi? in o»r great citiei, 
will come to be coneidetjed eim- 
ply "barbarous. Even for the 
rich, who cap. claim fullest apace, 
the city with it* under-current 
ot crowed, teetering, noisome 
life, holde unconaciona contamina- 
tion ; while for the poor them 
aeivea, what word is strong 
enough to ei press the degrada- 
tion of the ward home that is 
theirs ! 

Sot is it poeaible, even under 
the moot favorable circumstances, 
to count "flats," or apartments, 
aa anything more than the 
trareety of comfort in ite beet 
sense. Koekio is right when he 
denies to cities any possibility of 
the beat development for human 
lite ; and, though they have their 
uses, and we could ill dispense 
with many good things to which 
they have given birth, they are 
responsible for such hideous evils 
that aiiQ longs at momenta to see 
them, their pride, and, their 
maguilicence, and "the bitter cry 
of outcast" life in their midst, 
engulfed like those loat cities ol 
old. 

The home spirit is strong is 
many a city tat, and consecrates 
many a stately mansion aa well* 
as the narrowest tenement; but 
the true home must be in the 
country, quite accessible, it may 
be, from the city, bnt always 
owning certain indispensable, 
and inalienable characteristics. 
The house that baa not its own 
bit of land, its own possibilities 
in the way of gar ceo or orchard, 
even if that orchard anm op aa 
only one old apple-tree, has not 
full right to tbe title "comforta- 
ble." Building associations all 
over the country are making 
bnilding possible for even very 
limited incomes, and these as- 
sociations are supplemented by 
work from our architects that 
that gives us every form of inex- 
pensive design, and proves that 
besutv and cheapness can go 
hand in hand. 


Ashland College. 

The School of the Brethren. 
Instructions given in all the common 
branches, higher mathematics, nat- 
I sciences, Latin awl 


ural 


German. 


A superior training school for teach- 
ers. Excellent opportunities to 
review, or study spec- 
ial branches. » 

Business course of ten and twenty 
, weeks, specially adapted' to far. 
r men, mechanics and others. 

A practical knowledge of hook-keep- 
ing and business, at a ooet less 
than the usual price for board 
for as much time. 

Excellent opportunity to prepare for 
playing Church and Sabbath- 
School music, at an expense, 
less than customary pri- 
eee for board for the 
same time.' 

Location, healthy ; Influences, wholly 
moral and religious ; prtrilefes In 
literary work, excellent ; tn. 
straetkmt, able and thor- 
ough; prices, always 
the lowest. 
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The Coughing Habit. 
Coughing is often under con 
trol of the will and result of 
habit. — There are many people 

I who consume a small portion of 
a lite-time in unnecessary cough- 
ing. At a little irritation felt, a 
cough is set up, and habit keeps 
it going until the irritation 
provoked produces a real and 
serious di tease. Through force 
of sympathy coughing often be- 
comes contagious. This can be 
well illustrated in a school-room 
on restless boys and girls, on a 
aold winter's day. Let one child 
set the ball rolling, when the 
teacher addresses the school — 
another child takes up the 
musical note, then another, and 
still another until the teacher's 
voice is powerless as if he were 
in a din of artillery. The teach- 
er brings tbe ruler to the desk, 
and commands this noise to stop. 
Then for an instant an eloquent 
silence prevails. In church we 
may sometimes observe the same 
thing — when some old lady who 
has had a pet cough for years, 
sets up a coughing strain, which 
is soon followed as if in chorus, 
by many other members. The 
poor preacher then wags an un- 
equal contest and may as well 
stop preaching. These facts 
should be ample evidence that 
coughing is an act under control 
of the will in very many cases. 
In such cases an application of 
'mind cure' can be made effective. 
The family physician can- often 
cure chronic coughs not by pre- 
scription but a simple command 
to stop them. — Health and Home. 
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The celatnaeof the newspapers 

appear to be flooded with pro- 
prietary medicine advertisements. 
As we cast our eye over them, it 
brings to mind' aa article that 
was published by the late Dr. 
Holland In Scribner's Monthly. 
He says : "Nevertheless, it is a fact 
that many of tbe best proprietary 
medicines of the day were more 
successful than ' many physicians, 
and moat ol them, it should be 
remembered, were at first disco v 
ered or used in actual medical 
practice. When, however, any 
shrewd person, knowing their 
virtue, and foreseeing their pop- 
ularity, secures and advertises 
them, then, in the opinion of the 
bigoted, all virtue went out of 
them." 

Is not this absurd? This 
great man appreciated the real 
merits of popular remedies, and 
the absurdity of those that de- 
rided them because public atten- 
tion waa called to the article and 
the evidence of their cures. If 
tbe most noted physician should 
announce that he bad made a 
study of any certain- organ or 
disease of the body, or make his 
sign larger tban tbe code sire, 
though he may have practiced 
medieineand been a leader in 
all medical counsels, notwith- 
standing all this, it he should 
presume to advertise and decline 
to give his discovery to tbe pub- 
lic, he would be pronounced a 
quack and a humbug, although 
he may have spent his entire 
life and all his available funds in 
perfecting his investigations. 
Again we say, "absurd." 

If an ulcer is found upon one's 
arm, and is cured by some dear 
soul of a grandmother, outside 
of tbe code, it will be pronounced 
by the medical profession an ul- 
cer of little importance. But if 
treated under the code, causing 
sleepless nights tor a month, 
with the 'scientific treatment, 
vis., plasters, washes, dosing 
with morphine, arsenic and other 
vile substances, given to prevent 
blood poisoning or deaden pain, 
and yet the ulcer becomes ma- 
lignant, and amputation is made 
necessary at last, to save life, 
yet all done according to the 
"isms" of the medical code, this 
is much more gratifying to the 
medical profession, and adds 
more dignity to that distinguished 
order than to be cured by the 
dear old grandmother's remedy. 
This appears like a severe ar- 
raignment, yet we believe that it 
expreasee the true standing of 
the medical profession in regard 
to remedies discovered outside 
of their special "isms," One of 
the moat perplexing things of 
the day is the popularity 
of certain remedies, especially 
Warner's safe cure, which we 
find for sale everywhere. The 
physician of the higheat standing 
is ready to concede its merits 
and sustain tbe theories the pro- 
prietors have made — that is, that 
it benefits in most of the ail m ante 
of the human system because it 
assists in putting the kidneys in 
propercondition,th e re by aiding 
in throwing off the impurities of 
tbe blood, while others with less 
honesty and experience deride 
and are willing to see their pa- 
tient die scientifically, and ac- 
cording to the cede, rather than 
have him cured by this great 


remedy. Tet we notice that the 
popularity of the medicine con- 
tinues to- grow year by year. 
The discoverer comes boldly be- 
fore the people with ita merits, 
and proclaims them from door to 
door in our opinion much more 
honorably than tbe physician 
who, perchance, may secure a 
patient from some catastrophe, 
and is permitted to set a bone 
of an arm or a finger, which be 
does with great dignity, yet very 
soon after takes tbe liberty to 
climb the editor's back stairs at 
2 o'clock in tbe morning to have 
it announced in the morning pa- 
per that "Dr. So-and so waa in 
attendance," and thus secures 
for his benefit a beautiful and 
free advertisement. We shall 
leave it to our readers to say 
which is the wisest and moat hon- 
orable. 


A Wonderful Lake In Iowa. 
The greatest wonder In the State of 
Iowa, and perhaps In any other State, 
is what is called the Walled Lake, In 
Wright county, twelve miles north ef 
the Dubuque and Pacific railroad, and 
one hundred and flfty miles west of 
Dubuque aft?. Tbe lake Is two or 
three feet higher than the earth's sur- 
face. In some places the wall is ten 
feet high, fifteen feet wide at tbe bot- 
tom, and five feet wide at the top. An- 
other fact Is tbe size of the stone used 
In the construction, the whole of them 
varying In weight from 11 1 tee tons 
down to one hundred pounds. There 
It an abundance of stones in Wright 
county, but surrounding the lake, to 
an extent of five or ten miles, there are 
none. No one can form an idea of the 
means employed to bring them to tbe 
spot, or who constructed it. Around 
the entire lake is a belt of woodland 
half a mile In length, composed of oak. 
With this exception tbe country is a 
rolling prairie. The trees must have 
been planted there at the time ot the 
building of the wall. In the spring of 
the year 1856, there was a great storm, 
and the ice on the lake broke tbe wall 
in several places, and the farmers in 
the vicinity were obliged to repair the 
damages lo prevent inundation. The 
lake occupies a ground surface of 2,800 
acres; depth of water as great as 
twenty-five feet. The water is clear 
aud cold, soil Bandy and loamy. It ia 
singular that no one has been »bie to 
ascertain where the water comes from 
nor where It goes, yet it ts always 
clear and fresh. 


A Generous and Extensive Loan. 

An earnest Christian lady makes the 
following offer to our readers:— I will 
loan, free of postal and all charges to 
such of your readers ns 'will promise 
a careful reading and to pay return 
postage after reading ft, a book which 
In interesting style shows tlie Bible to 
be a self-lnterperter, and Its teachings 
grandly harmonious, viewed In the 
light of sanctified reason and common 
sense, 

''I want to put this book into tbe 
hands of all the skeptically inclined, aa 
an aid and guard against tbe growing 
scientific skepticism. It Is not dry, 
musty reading, but truely 'meat In 
due season' to the truth-hungry. The 
light of this precious little volume has 
made the Bible a new book, a treasure, 
a mine of wealth, to many as well as 
to my self. And I feel that I cannot 
better use my means than in circulat- 
ing this work by the thousand." Ad- 
dress Postal Card to Has. C. B. Lek- 
ublb, Allegheny, Pa. 


Economic Way of Raising Pota- 
toes. 

A most successful way of 
raising potatoes in the South 
ia by planting them in what is 
called a "lazy bed," which is 
done by applying manure very 
heavily in the rows and then 
covering the whole bed with 
straw, leaves, corn-stalks, or 
any coarse litter. By this 
plan, no working or weeding 
is required and the growth ia 
not stopped by the first hot, 
dry weather, as tbe ground is 
kept cool and moist, which 
greatly increases the yield of 
the potatoes and makes them 
of much better quality. 

A good plan, by which 
several objects are combined, 


is to select a field which ia to 
be sown to wheat next fall, 
and fence in as much as will 
make a good sized feeding lot 
for cows and sheep. In this 
enclosure feed all of the corn- 
stalks. The following spring 
take the adjoining land for 
potatoes ; plow well ; then lay 
off three or four rows at a time 
on the side furthest from the 
cow-pen. Make the furrows 
deep ; drop the potatoes at 
good distances apart, and fill 
the furrow entirely up with 
coarse manure, keeping on in 
this way until all are planted. 
The object 'in planting only a 
few rows at a time is, to avoid 
running the manure wagon 
over the furrows, aa this 
would destroy them. After 
the field is all planted, rake 
with a hay or stalk-rake the 
stalks from the cow- pen on 
the potato plot, so that the 
covering will be a foot thick 
after settling. This is all that 
is needed until harvest, when 
the stalks are raked from tho 
potatoes and thinly spread 
over the wheat field, to be 
plowed under. The potatoes 
can be gathered without dig- 
ging, as they will either be on 
the top of the ground or in tbe 
manure. In the South, pota- 
toes raised in this way may be 
left in the ground, all winter 
and gathered in perfect con- 
dition in the spring. 

The conditions of success 
with this method are, to use 
plenty of manure and to have 
the mulch at least a foot thick. 
Nothing is so good for a mulch 
as corn-stalks, and in raising 
potatoes in a garden, the stalks 
may be piled on the edge of 
the patch in gathering, and 
may be used for several years. 
— American Agriculturist for 
April. 
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Unapel Hammer A nd High wnjr Under by 
H. H . Bnahor. Price SB eonta. 
ReaaUof the, Dectnloneof Annuo] aleoun a 

ot law. a eetit*. 

proceed Inga ol the Dnylon ConranUon. 
Price to conn. 
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Keep My commandmenta by J. H. Worst. 
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The Brethren'! Annual. 10 eenta, or II M 
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